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Importance of Thesis Paper Format 

The format of a thesis paper is really an imperative and most significant thing to 

be looked upon. As before looking inside the body of the whole thesis paper, its 

format is the initial and earliest thing that helps in making the overall impression 

of the whole thesis. If the format of the thesis paper is attractive and eye-catching, 

it will make an overall good impression of the whole thesis. On the other hand, if 

the presentation of the thesis paper, which is obviously its format, is not good it 

will shatter the impression of the whole thesis paper.  

A perfectly formatted thesis is the key to grab the attention of the reader at the 

very first sight and will surely raise the impression of the overall research even 

without reading it in the detail. On the other hand, if the format of the thesis 

paper is not eye-catching, the reader will never read it with the concentration. 

Most of the times reader even don’t bother to read the poorly formatted thesis 

paper, doesn’t matter that how much high-quality research is being done in the 

paper. That is why the thesis paper needs to be finely and properly formatted. 

The Physical Format of the Thesis Paper 

Traditional format 

In this type, the whole research paper is designed in such a way that is conferred 

around the main issue or central problem of the research. This format is mostly 

used in the case where whole research paper is prepared and presented to publish 

in a single turn; no part of the research paper is previously submitted or published 

in this case. 

 

Guidelines for a Fine Thesis Paper Format 

 

A thesis statement: 

• tells the reader how you will interpret the significance of the subject matter 

under discussion. 

• is a road map for the paper; in other words, it tells the reader what to 

expect from the rest of the paper. 

• directly answers the question asked of you. A thesis is an interpretation of a 

question or subject, not the subject itself. It might be a paper on 



Redemption in the New Testament, so then you offer a way to 

understand what redemption is and how it can be known and 

experienced. 

• makes a claim that others might dispute. 

• is usually a single sentence near the beginning of your paper (most often, 

at the end of the first paragraph) that presents your argument to the 

reader. The rest of the paper, the body of the essay, gathers and 

organizes evidence that will persuade the reader of the logic of your 

interpretation. 

• How Do I Create a Thesis 

 

A thesis is the result of a lengthy thinking process. Formulating a thesis is not the 

first thing you do after reading an essay assignment. Before you develop an 

argument on any topic, you have to collect and organize evidence, look for 

possible relationships between known facts (such as surprising contrasts or 

similarities), and think about the significance of these relationships. Once you do 

this thinking, you will probably have a “working thesis” that presents a basic or 

main idea and an argument that you think you can support with evidence. Both 

the argument and your thesis are likely to need adjustment along the way. 

Writers use all kinds of techniques to stimulate their thinking and to help them 

clarify relationships or comprehend the broader significance of a topic and arrive 

at a thesis statement. For more ideas on how to get started, see our handout on 

brainstorming. 

 

• Font Style 

Font selected for making an excellent research paper must be selected by taking 

into consideration that it will give the first and foremost impression of the whole 

research paper at the very first sight. Without even reading a single word of the 

research paper, the font of the thesis makes an overall impression about that 

paper. So the font used must give quite elegant and refined image of the thesis 

paper. Times New Roman, Helvetica, and Geneva have widely used 

fonts in the thesis paper. 

Moreover, another thing to be taken care of, while writing a research paper is 

that unnecessary usage of bold and italics must be avoided. 

 

 

 

 

https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/brainstorming/
https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/brainstorming/


• Font Size 

Acceptable and satisfactory font size for writing a research paper must be easily 

understandable and reasonable. It must not be too small that may act as a 

hindrance in reading the paper or neither too outsized that seems imperfect for 

the research paper. 12-pt is highly recommended and widely used font 

size in the research papers. While selecting the font size it is necessary to 

consider that it must be presentable (not too large that looks odd in the paper) 

and readable as well (must not be too small that serve as a hindrance in reading 

the research paper). 

 

• Spacing 

Recommended spacing for the research paper is 1.5 or 2. Most of the 

papers are formatted double spaced which is good to give a pleasing and eye-

catching look to the research paper. The whole body of the research paper should 

be in the same spacing format, except the table of contents, endnotes, footnotes, 

long title or quotations which can be spaced singly even. 

 

• Paper Size 

To write a thesis paper with acceptable and eye-catching format must follow the 

standard size of paper which is 8.5*11 inches. All the international 

papers use the given size of the paper for affecting a perfect thesis paper; 

moreover the same appealing size should be followed in all thesis paper. 

 

• Paper Margin 

All the margins of the paper (top, bottom, and left, right) must be equal 

and adequate paper margin is about 1 inch from all sides. 

 

• Title Page 

A title page is something which actually gives a quick and introductory overview 

of the writer and the whole research paper. First and foremost thing to consider is 

that title of the thesis paper itself must be chosen with the words which must be 

understandable to the reader and truly depicts the intact working & research done 

in the thesis paper, in short, it must be relevant and appropriate. 

Besides the title of the paper, title page must contain the name of student/researcher, 

supervisor/teacher’s name, degree title, and the name of organization/school where 

you are studying and submitting the thesis paper. 

The title page must also contain the date of the submission of the thesis paper, 

moreover in case if signatures are required on the title page, they must be originally 

done. 



 

• Headings 

There is a proper way to write down the headings and subheadings of the thesis 

paper. Main headings should be written by applying upper or lower 

case and should be centered aligned on the page. 

Subheadings must not be centered aligned; they must be aligned left and may be 

italicized if required. 

 

• Page Numberings 

Page numbers are necessary to be placed on all the pages of the thesis which 

contain the main body related to the thesis until the end of the thesis paper. But it 

shouldn’t be given on the initial portion of the thesis which includes a title page, 

and table of contents etc. These pages, which are not directly related with the 

main body of the thesis paper, may be numbered by using (lower case) Roman 

numerals. All other pages starting from the main text or introduction of thesis 

paper may be numbered in Arabic numerals and same numbering style will be 

continued till the end of the thesis paper.  The page number should be placed in 

the upper right margin, and it must be ½ inch from the top right margin of the 

paper. 

• End-notes 

Endnotes are something different from the footnotes so its formatting style is also 

different than that of footnotes, but they can be used as a suitable substitute of 

one another. Unlike footnotes, endnotes must be placed on a separate page; they 

cannot be placed at the bottom of every page. It depends on the choice of the 

writer or the instructor that they may be written at the end of every chapter or at 

the end of the complete document, addressing to each and every complexity 

highlighted in the main text. However, its spacing is very similar to the spacing of 

footnotes, single line spacing if the endnote is more than one line 

long and double-spaced with the next endnote. 

 

• Tables & Figures 

Tables and figures are mostly placed at the end of the paper. Actually, they are 

referred along with the main text, where they can be related to the body of the 

thesis. But all the tables and figures containing complete information widely 

appear at the end of the paper in a separate section. Each and every table must be 

placed on the separate page and must be labeled individually like Table no. 1, 

Table no. 2 and so on. 



 

• References 

Like all other sections of the thesis paper, it must be started on a new page and in 

most of the cases references are placed at the end of the complete document 

containing the complete and comprehensive indication of each and every citation 

placed in the document. This section may be written under the heading of 

References or Bibliography which must be centered aligned. And its line spacing 

must be 1 if a reference is more than one line long and it should be double-spaced 

with the next reference written. 

The format of the thesis paper matters a lot because it is the primary requirement 

to be followed by the researcher/writer. Moreover, it is the first and foremost 

thing which actually builds up an overall impression of the thesis paper and its 

writer even without reading a single word of it. So it must be perfect and 

attractive enough to grab the attention of the reader and make him read the 

complete article till the end. 

 

The rest of this information is on end notes on following pages: 

 

 

Endnotes 

Endnotes must be listed numerically and consecutively, both in your essay 

and in your Endnote citation. Endnote numbers must be superscripted. 

In your text, add a superscripted number immediately after the quote or 

reference cited with no space. 

Endnotes must be added on a separate Endnotes or Notes page at the end of 

your essay just before the Works Cited or Bibliography page. 

All first Endnote references must be cited in full. Subsequent references of 

the same work may be shortened to include only the author's last 

name and page number. If the source cited has no author stated, use 

whatever minimal information is needed to identify the same work previously 

cited, e.g. short title and page number. 

Formerly, the Latin terms ibid. and op. cit. were used but they are no longer 

preferred. 

It is recommended that you use Endnotes in place of Footnotes. This will 

eliminate the need to allow sufficient space to accommodate all the required 

Footnote entries at the bottom of the same page where your citations occur. 

 

 

 

 



Samples of Endnotes 

1 Alan Dundes, "Taboo," World Book Encyclopedia. 2000 ed. 

 

2 "Taboo," Occultopedia: Encyclopedia of Occult Sciences and 

Knowledge, Site created and designed by Marcus V. Gay, 18 

Jan. 2005 <http://www.occultopedia.com/ t/taboo.htm>. 

 

3 Mary Douglas, "Taboo," Man, Myth & Magic, ed. Richard 

Cavendish, new ed., 21 vols. (New York: Cavendish, 1994) 

2546. 

 

4 Douglas 2549. 

 

5 Kelly Rothenberg, "Tattooed People as Taboo Figures in 

Modern Society,"1996, BME / Psyber City, 18 Jan. 2005 

<http://bme.freeq.com/tatoo/tattab.html>. 

 

6 Sigmund Freud, Totem and Taboo (New York: Random, 

1918) 17. 

 

7 Marvin Harris, "The Cultural Ecology of India's Sacred 

Cattle," Current 

 

 

Works Cited, References, or Bibliography Page 

Include all of the citations already listed on your Endnotes or 

Notes page. See example below. 

Douglas, Mary. "Taboo." Man, Myth & Magic. Ed. Richard 

Cavendish. New ed. 21 vols. New York: Cavendish, 1994. 2546- 

2549. 

Dundes, Alan. "Taboo." The World Book Encyclopedia. 2000 ed. 

 

Freud, Sigmund. Totem and Taboo. New York: Random, 1918. 

 

McGrath, Stacy. "Ecological Anthropology." Anthropological 

Theories: A Guide 

 

Prepared by Students for Students. 19 Oct. 2001. U. of Alabama. 

18 Jan. 2005 

 

http://www.as.ua.edu/ant/Faculty/Murphy ecologic.htm>. 

 

Rothenberg, Kelly. "Tattooed People as Taboo Figures in Modern 

Society." 1996. BME/Psyber City. 18 Jan. 2005 

<http: www.bme.freeq.com/tattoo/ tattab.html;. 


